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Concerto	for	Violin	and	Orchestra
PROGRAM	NOTES

Like	almost	all	of	my	work	of	the	last	twenty	years,	this	concerto	is	derived,	initially,	from	piano
improvisations.		The	2rst	movement	is	derived	from	an	improvisation	on	my	recording	Hold	That
Thought,	and	the	second	and	third	movements	are	derived	from	the	2rst	two	tracks	of	Just	Add
Water.		All	of	these	tracks	were	recorded	within	a	week	of	each	other	and	are	not	only	stylistically
consistent,	but	share	some	musical	material	as	well.		The	titles	of	the	movements	have	been	retained
from	the	recordings.

The	original	improvisations	have	been	transformed	into	different	pieces	with	a	different	purpose	that
bears	a	resemblance	to	the	original.		Once	I	have	an	idea	for	the	music,	reworking	it	into	a	concerto
allows	me	to	enhance	those	characteristics	that	I	2nd	distinctive.

The	2rst	movement,	Emergence,	refers	to	a	melodic	idea	that,	though	it	can	be	heard	in	the	early
portions	of	the	piece,	doesn’t	become	prominent	until	about	halfway	through	the	piece.	At	that	point,
it	is	repeated	and	sequenced	in	a	manner	reminiscent	of	Richard	Strauss.	Hence,	it	is	as	though	the
musical	idea	was	discovered	in	the	middle	of	the	piece.	The	feeling	is	somewhat	like	a	mild	attraction,
barely	noticed	at	2rst,	which	grows	fonder	and	fonder	until	it	becomes	real	affection.	The	emotional
content	is	overtly	romantic	at	times.

Lighthouse,	the	second	movement,	derives	its	name	from	a	repeated	B-Bb	passage	in	the	center	of
the	piece	that	seems	to	be	a	guiding	light	throughout	the	stormy	surrounding	music.	The	movement
also	describes	the	loneliness	of	isolation	and	the	beautiful	serenity	of	a	peaceful	sea.	For	me,	the	idea
is	a	metaphor	for	the	creative	muse,	which	can	bring	beauty	and	serenity	as	well	as	providing	a
beacon	through	troubled	times.	

The	title	to	the	third	movement,	Floating	Spheres,	refers	to	the	balls	of	glass	used	by	2sherman	to
;oat	their	nets.	The	glass	balls	from	Japanese	2shing	nets	used	to	occasionally	wash	up	on	the	shore
when	I	was	growing	up	in	the	Paci2c	Northwest.	When	I	am	improvising,	I	often	visualize	myself	as
;oating	in	a	glass	ball	on	a	sea	of	emotion,	so	these	balls	have	extra	meaning	for	me.	The	;oating
balls	of	glass	are	represented	by	small	repeated	passages	that	appear	throughout	the	movement,	even
in	the	cadenza.	There	are	bits	of	music	which	tie	the	movement	together	as	well,	but	the	swirling
repeats,	especially	when	they	appear	as	cross-rhythms,	are	the	real	glue.	

As	I	was	considering	how	to	end	the	piece,	I	was	thinking	about	the	;oating	balls	and	had	a	vision	in
which	my	mind	pulled	back	to	take	in	the	ocean	as	far	as	I	could	see	full	of	glass	balls.	At	that	point,	I
realized	the	2shing	;oats	had	been	transformed	into	the	jewels	of	Indra’s	Net,	a	Buddhist	metaphor
for	interdependence.	Each	nexus	in	the	net	contains	a	jewel	that	is	so	highly	polished,	it	re;ects	every
other	jewel	in	the	net	(and	each	jewel’s	re;ection).	This	vision	gave	me	an	inspiration	for	how	to	end
the	piece	as	the	small	repetitions	multiply	until	they	are	indistinguishable	from	one	another.	This
makes	for	an	appropriate	ending	that	is	more	glowing	than	rousing,	and	2ts	with	the	rest	of	the
concerto.

Glenn	Stallcop
March	2019
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1.	Emergence
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























 



































 

 










 
 

 












 
 



            

 
 









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


 

                       













     





  


 













 










	=	116





















130

  

  
            


 


      




   

 




 




     
  













 






 

 









rit.rit.
























134133



  


 


       

          
  



  


     
  

 





  



          








 

	=	104



















 






139137

         

 
      

  




     

 
  







 

rit.rit.











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



  

  
       

  

 
 


 


 


 


 


    


     


      


    


 





	=	92 rit.rit.












143







 


 




         

 












     

 


           







 











































































 



 

 


 








 






  
	=	80

















 






















147



 


 



 



  
















    














       


 

  
 

  















  


 


  

 



 






















































 

152
151


 



 




 



































































   
     

   


            


 





 















  





























 


158156
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




























 


 














 





 
 





 






 

 





    

   





                 

























 




 





160












 

 

 












    
     

     







 


















 








 









 





 




 





 



 
























 







 







  





















 








164




 




 


 


   












    



       


  






           


 



  

     


        




 

  
     








   

























171
168



   
         











 
   

 
 

 


 
 



 

 
 

  


 


  



  

                       




 





 



















177174
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 



 

 



 







      




 

 

 




      
       

  
     





 

 
































178


 



 


 


 

 
 


 






 








 

 


   

   


   



  





  
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